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Welcome to the  
2009-2010  

Program Year  
at the JCC!    

 
 
 

Please peruse our listing of programs already planned 
for the year, and check back for updates, as we plan to 

add Lectures and other events as the year unfolds! 
 
 
 

The Frank Jacoby Foundation Jewish Lecture Series  
The Frank Jacoby Foundation Jewish Lecture Series is brought to you in cooperation 
with the Bureau of Jewish Education. Underwritten by a special grant from the Frank 
Jacoby Foundation, the JCC will bring a number of authors, speakers and educational 
programs to the community. Additional lectures will be added for the 2009/2010  
Season.  Each lecture will feature a Q&A Session and a book signing. Check the 
calendar on our website at www.jccs.org for additions. 
 
Rabbi Joseph Telushkin - Thursday, November 19, 200 9 at 7:30 pm   
“The Jewish War: The Battle (In Israel and The United States) To Keep The Jewish 

People One, And How It Can Be Won.  Rabbi Telushkin’s program 
at the JCC is made possible in large part by a special gift from Joel 
and Susan Lichtenstein. 
Joseph Telushkin is one of the 50 best speakers in the United 
States, and the author of many top-selling books, including Jewish 
Literacy: The Most Important Things to Know About the Jewish 
Religion, Its People and Its History.   A Code of Jewish Ethics: You 
Shall be Holy, and Volume 2 of the Code, subtitled, Love Your 
Neighbor as Yourself.   Biblical Literacy: The Most Important 
People, Events and Ideas of the Hebrew Bible.   The Book of 
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Jewish Values: A Day by Day Guide to Ethical Living.   The Golden Land.   The Ten 
Commandments of Character: Essential Advice for Living an Honorable, Ethical, Honest 
Life.   Words that Hurt, Words that Heal.   Jewish Humor: What the Best Jewish Jokes 
Say About the Jews.   Co-author of Why the Jews: The Reason for Antisemitism,   
Heaven’s Witness  and  The Nine Questions People Ask About Judaism.   Rabbi 
Telushkin was ordained at Yeshiva University in New York, and pursued graduate 
studies in Jewish history at Columbia University. He resides in New York City with his 
wife, Dvorah Menashe Telushkin, and their four children.  He lectures throughout the 
United States, serves as a Senior Associate of CLAL - The Center for Leadership And 
Learning, on the Board of Directors of the Jewish Book Council, and as spiritual leader 
of the Synagogue for the Performing Arts in Los Angeles.  
 
Admission: $10 in advance, or $15 at the door.  For more information or to reserve your 
seat, please contact Vivian Rockmacher at (203) 372-6567, ext. 127, or 
vivian127@jccs.org   
 
 
 

Israeli / Jewish Film Series  
 
In addition to being fun to watch as entertainment, these films can be powerful lenses 
through which to examine Israeli/Jewish society. Join us at the JCC to learn more about 
Israel and our Jewish heritage through the power of film. Films are for mature audiences 
only.  Our film series will feature three films, and will run for three consecutive 
Thursdays: April 8, April 15 and April 22, at 7:00 p.m. Admission is $5 in advance/ $8 at 
the door. For more information, or to reserve seats in advance, please contact Vivian 
Rockmacher at 372-6567, ext. 127 or vivian127@jccs.org.   
 
 
"The Little Traitor"  Thursday, April 8, 2010,  7:0 0 pm  

In 1947, Palestine, just a few months before Israel becomes a 
state. Proffy Liebowitz, a militant yet sensitive twelve year old, has 
grown up under British occupation and wants nothing more than 
for the occupying British to get out of his land. Proffy and his two 
friends are always plotting ways to terrorize the British until one 
evening, while he's out after curfew; Proffy is seized by Sergeant 
Dunlop. Instead of arresting him, Sergeant Dunlop escorts him 
back home and a friendship begins to develop in the following 
weeks. Proffy starts to consider Dunlop a father figure, as his own 

father is cold and remote. Dunlop, lonely and poetic, loves the spirited boy and reads 
the Book of Samuel, Dunlap's favorite part of the Bible. Proffy helps Dunlap with his 
Hebrew while Dunlap teaches Proffy difficult English words and provides the fatherly 
guidance missing in Proffy's life. As neighborhood tensions escalate between the British 
and the underground Jewish rebellion, their relationship becomes increasingly 
complicated. While Proffy has learned a great deal from his mentor, he is also shunned 
by his friends for this friendship and thus called a "traitor" by his neighbors and 
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community. The resulting trial and shock that he could have such genuine affection for 
his "enemy" will change Proffy's life forever.  
 
 
"One Day You'll Understand"  Thursday, April 15, 20 10,  7:00 pm   

Official Selection: Toronto and Berlin film festiva ls .  From 
acclaimed Israeli director Amos Gitaï (Kadosh, Free Zone), One Day 
You'll Understand is a meditation on memory, identity, and the 
reconciliation that follows a French businessman's growing 
obsession with the secrets of his family's past. Suffused with a quiet 
glow of sympathy and enlightenment (The New York Times), the film 
is a diligently understated exploration of the legacy of anti-Semitism 
(Time Out New York). As the 1987 trial of Nazi war criminal Klaus 
Barbie unfolds on television, Victor Bastien reviews old family 
documents and finds a distressing Aryan declaration authored by his 

late father, a discovery that throws Victor’s conception of his family’s history into 
darkness. His mother, Rivka, keeps a stubborn silence about the past, while Tania, his 
sister, defends their father's declaration. At the same time, Victor's wife and children 
grow concerned about his increasing distraction.  Burning with the need to unearth the 
truth, Victor takes his family to the tiny village where Rivka's parents were forced to hide 
during the war. Poignant and ultimately optimistic, One Day You’ll Understand offers a 
compelling portrait of a family's confrontation with the wounds of the past and their 
hopes for a better future. 
 
 
"Everything Is Illuminated"  Thursday, April 22, 20 10,  7:00 pm   

Based on the critically-acclaimed novel by Jonathan Safran 
Foer, "Everything is Illuminated" tells the story of a young 
man's quest to find the woman who saved his grandfather in a 
small Ukrainian town that was wiped off the map by the Nazi 
invasion.  What starts out as a journey to piece together one 
family's story under the most absurd circumstances turns into 
a surprisingly meaningful journey with a powerful series of 
revelations -- the importance of remembrance, the perilous 
nature of secrets, the legacy of the Holocaust, the meaning of 
friendship and, most importantly, love.  "Everything is 
Illuminated" is adapted for the screen and directed by Live 

Schreiber and stars Elijah Wood, Eugene Hutz, and Boris Leskin.  
 
 
 

For more information on any of our Cultural Arts Ev ents and Programs,  
or to purchase your seats in advance, please call V ivian Rockmacher, BJE 

Director, at (203) 372-6567, ext. 127, or Vivian127 @jccs.org  
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Other Special Events  
 

 
Fun “Pre-Holiday” Family Workshops 
Are you curious about the meanings behind the Jewish Holidays, and how to enjoy 
them with your family at home?  These family workshops, co-sponsored with Chabad of 
Fairfield,  assume no prior knowledge about the Holidays, and are designed to engage 
all kinds of families with young children in fun activities, songs and foods related to the 
upcoming Jewish Holidays.  (No Membership at JCC or synagogue required for these 
workshops.)   
Sunday afternoons at the JCC.  Call 372-6567, ext. 127 for program start times. 
�  September 13, 2009 : The Shofar Factory. (Rosh Hashana - the Jewish New Year.)  
�  January 24, 2010 : Tu B'shvat Workshop. (Tu B'Shvat - Jewish New Year for Trees.)  
�  February 28, 2010 : The Megillah Reading.  (Purim - the Story of Queen Esther.) 
�  March 21, 2010 :  The Matzah Bakery. (Passover - the Celebration of the Exodus.)   
�  May 16, 2010: The Torah Factory. (Shavuot - Giving of the Ten Commandments)   
For details & more information, call Vivian Rockmacher, BJE Director, at 372-6567, 
x.127, or Vivian127@jccs.org . 
 
 
 
Chanukah Community Candle Lighting – Monday, Decemb er 14, 2009 at 5:00 pm.   

Every year the Community Relations department of the UJA-Federation 
of Eastern Fairfield County hosts a Community Candle Lighting event, in 
the lobby of the JCC. We will invite our local, state, and national elected 

officials to join us as we light our menorah, sing songs, and enjoy 
refreshments.  This program is free and open to the public.  For more 
information contact Laurie Gross, at (203) 372-6567 ext. 172 or 

lauriegross@jccs.org.   
 
 
 
Post-Chanukah Family Fun Day – Friday, December 25,  2009.  11:00 am – 2:00 pm. 
Jointly sponsored by the JCC and area Synagogues and Jewish 
Institutions, everyone is invited to enjoy the many Chanukah 
themed activities and programs planned for all ages - including art, 
sports, swim, gym, food, stories and more - as we take advantage 
of all the JCC has to offer. Last year's event drew 500 people of all 
ages! The program is free and open to everyone, from all 
backgrounds (NO Membership required). Volunteers are needed. 
For more information, or to help volunteer, please contact Vivian 
Rockmacher at (203) 372-6567, ext. 127 or vivian127@jccs.org.  
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Yom Hashoah Holocaust Memorial – Sunday, April 11, 2010 at 4:00 pm.   

This annual event brings the community together to Remember, to listen to 
the testimony of Holocaust Survivors who live in our local area, and to 
honor the memories of those who perished in the Shoah.  For more 
information on this important community event, please call Laurie Gross at 
(203) 372-6567, ext. 172, or Lauriegross@jccs.org. 
 

 
 
 
Take advantage of a very special 
Jewish program, designed 
specifically for pre-schoolers and 
their parents! The PJ Library sends 
you a beautiful Jewish book or 
music CD each month, to enjoy 
with your child at bedtime (in their PJs), or anytime you feel like it!  With funding through 
the UJA-Federation of Eastern Fairfield County,  The PJ Library program is being 
offered to children in our community at no cost to you.   Families will be enrolled on a 
first-come, first-serve basis, as long as funding allows. To enroll your child, visit 
www.PJLIBRARY.org  and select the "SIGN UP" menu at the top of the page.  
Complete the form and select the "Eastern Fairfield County" location at the "Community" 
menu.  For more information, call Vivian Rockmacher at 372-6567, x.127, or 
Vivian127@jccs.org . 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on any of these Events and Pro grams,  
or to purchase your seats in advance, please call V ivian Rockmacher, BJE 

Director, at (203) 372-6567, ext. 127, or Vivian127 @jccs.org  
 

 


